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Gangs	and	Violence	
	

To	Do:	

*Read	the	summary	below	

*Read	Barak	p.	91	

*Watch	the	documentary	Crips	and	Bloods	(available	on	Netflix)	

*Read	the	PBS	information	on	the	documentary	

*Go	to	the	Discussion	Forum	and	answer	the	questions	

Gangs	and	Violence	

Key	Themes:	definition	of	a	gang,	types	and	levels	of	violence,	relevance	of	

structural	violence	

	

Definition	

A	gang	is:	
‘A	street	organization…formed	largely	by	youth	and	adults	of	a	marginalized	social	

class	which	aims	to	provide	its	members	with	a	resistant	identity,	an	opportunity	to	

be	individually	and	collectively	empowered,	a	voice	to	speak	back	to	and	challenge	

the	dominant	culture,	a	refuge	from	the	stresses	and	strains	of	barrio	or	ghetto	life	

and	a	spiritual	enclave	within	which	its	own	sacred	rituals	can	be	generated	and	

practiced’.	(Brotherton	and	Barrios,	2004:	23)	
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How	does	violence	feature?	
	
‘Violence	is…consistent	among	gangs.	The	extent	and	nature	of	the	violence	varies	

depending	on	the	status	of	the	gang.	Most	gangs	will	use	some	form	of	violence	to	

protect	their	interests,	honor	or	truff..	Many	contemporary	gangs	in	large	urban	

areas	have	a	high	propensity	for	violence	committed	with	sophisticated	firearms	‘	

(Valdez,	2003,	p.	15)	

	
Commentators	have	pointed	out	that	gangs	are	involved	in	violence	against	other	

gang	members,	will	use	violence	in	criminal	activities	(eg	robbery)	and	initiation	

ceremonies.	But	structural	violence	is	also	relevant	in	terms	of	understanding	why	

people	join	gangs	and	violence	might	also	be	seen	as	a	form	of	resistance	against	a	

social	order	that	essentially	condemns	those	who	join	gangs.	

	
Being	in	a	gang	appears	to	significantly	increase	the	risk	of	homicide.	As	Greg	Barak	

notes,	compared	to	the	general	population,	a	gang	member’s	risk	of	being	killed	is	

60	times	greater.	In	St	Louis,	it	was	found	that	the	gang	member	homicide	rate	was	

1,000	times	higher	than	the	US	homicide	rate.	
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Crips	and	Bloods:	Made	in	America	

Watch	the	documentary.	
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Source:	Crips	and	Bloods:	Independent	Television	Service	
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Read	the	following	sources	from	PBS	(you	may	need	to	cut	and	

paste	the	links	into	your	browser).	

	
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/cripsandbloods/film.html	
	
	

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/cripsandbloods/map.html	
	
	

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/cripsandbloods/timeline.html	
	
	

http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/cripsandbloods/gang.html	
	
	
	

Further	References:	
	
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/cripsandbloods/more.html	
	
	
	
	
	

Additional	Reading:	
	

If	you	are	interested	in	this	topic	area	the	attached	paper	by	John	Hagedorn	

discusses	the	importance	of	studying	gangs	and	offers	a	global	perspective.	
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Discussion	Forum	
	

Now	go	to	the	discussion	forum	and	answer	the	following	

questions	by	11/18	

	
1. Commenting	on	the	street	violence	in	South	Los	Angeles,	Senator	
Tom	Hayden	says,	“It’s	been	defined	as	a	crime	problem	and	a	

gang	problem	but	it’s	really	an	issue	of	no	work	and	dysfunctional	

schools.”	Do	you	agree?	Why	or	why	not?	How	does	this	relate	to	our	

discussion	on	structural	violence?	

	
2. What	will	it	take	to	stop	the	gang	warfare?	Where	should	efforts	begin?	


